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ECONOMICS SYLLABUS
Ms. Porter - Bellflower High School

15301 McNab Ave. Bellflower, CA 90706 Telephone: (562) 920-1801 x3300
Email: Japorter@busd.k12.ca.us      Website: http://msporterbhs.weebly.com
COURSE OBJECTIVE

Students will further their understanding of the economic problems and institutions of the nation and the world in which they live.  They will learn to make reasoned decisions on economic issues as citizens, workers, consumers, business owners/managers, and members of civic organizations.  Students will expand their economic understanding by utilizing previous knowledge to master current objectives.
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COURSE OUTLINE








      
Unit 1: Fundamental Economic Principles


Chapter 1 – What is Economics?


Chapter 2 – Economic Systems and Decision Making

Unit 2: Microeconomics


Chapter 4 – Demand


Chapter 5 – Supply


Chapter 6 – Prices and Decision Making


Chapter 7 – Competition, Market Structures, and the Role of Government

Unit 3: Macroeconomic Institutions


Chapter 8 – Employment, Labor and Wages


Chapter 9 – Sources of Government Revenue
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Chapter 10 – Government Spending


Chapter 11 – Money and Banking


Chapter 12 – Financial Markets

Unit 4: Macroeconomic Policies

Chapter 13 – Economic Performance (GDP)

Chapter 14 – Economic Instability

Chapter 15 - The Federal Reserve and Money Policy

Chapter 16 – Achieving Economic Stability

Unit 5: International and Global Economics


Chapter 17 – International Trade


Chapter 18 – Comparative Economic Systems


Chapter 19 – Developing Countries
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Chapter 20 – Global Economic Challenges

COURSE FORMAT

Students will be exposed to various methods of mastering the course objective.  

These methods include lectures, active participation, visual assignments, research 
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projects, technology/software applications, group projects, text reading, and 
various writing/calculation based assignments.

REQUIRED TEXT

Clayton, Gary E.  Economics, Principles, and Practices.  New York: Glencoe/McGraw Hill, 2005.

CLASSWORK

Class work consists of daily assignments, projects, homework, quizzes, tests, and research assignments.    We will cover one chapter per week.  Class work/homework will be collected and quiz given every 2 weeks.

· If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to check the “What Did I Miss?” folder to find out what you missed and make up the work before the next due date.  Arrangements for extended absences need to be made with Ms. Porter.

· Late work may be turned in for ½ credit up to 7 days after Quiz day.

GRADES

Scale: A=90–100% 
B= 80-89%
C= 70-790% 
D= 60-69% 
F= <60%

Grade Breakdown (these percentages are estimates and subject to change)


40% - Class work/homework (including projects)


35% - Quizzes


25% - Exams (midterm & final): 

EXTRA CREDIT

Extra credit assignments will be offered throughout the semester, but may not exceed 5% of final grade
COURSE POLICIES

Students are expected to attend class regularly, remain non-disruptive and attentive, respect other’s rights, respect the classroom environment and complete required assignments by their due dates.  
The following consequences will result if a student does not follow the class and school policies 
(in no particular order).
Warning

Standards/Detention 

Call/Note Home

Classroom Suspension

Referral/Home Suspension/Expulsion

SUMMARY/ADVICE

Economics touches every aspect of your life.  When you woke up this morning, you utilized resources in which a decision and purchase were involved.  These resources include the bed you slept on, the food you ate, the grooming aids you used (toothpaste, hairspray, etc.), and the clothes you are wearing, among others.  We have unlimited wants and limited resources.  I hope you learn some practical information on how the economy affects your life and the world around you.
FIRST HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT (this is worth homework points):

· READ AND FILL OUT THE LAST PAGE

· PLEASE HAVE YOUR PARENTS READ THIS SYLLABUS AND SIGN THE LAST PAGE.  

· TEAR OFF THE LAST PAGE AND TURN IN TO MS. PORTER.  
· KEEP THE FIRST TWO PAGES IN YOUR ECONOMICS FOLDER FOR REFERENCE.

               Student Name:___________________________________                      Period: ___________

PARENT NOTIFICATION

PARENTS – PLEASE READ THE CLASS SYLLABUS AND FOLLOWING INFORMATION BEFORE SIGNING BELOW.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT:  By signing below you show that you understand passing this class is required for graduation.  Any student who fails Economics must retake and pass the course in order to graduate.
MOVIES:  Several times a year, our Economic class may show historical movies or clips related to the content standards.  Our class uses Clear Play DVD players which have an advanced parental control technology consisting of ClearPlay Filters that prevent offensive material from appearing on the screen, or the sound track, as you watch a movie. Since each ClearPlay Filter is customized for a specific title, the result is often almost seamless and does not distract from enjoying the DVD.  Because our class content includes modern world politics, many of the movies covering those events are rated PG-13 or R.  Such movies may be shown in class using the Clear Play technology which effectively makes the movie G or PG by taking out scenes or dialog that are inappropriate for younger viewers.  For more information about Clear Play, visit www.Clearplay.com or contact Ms. Porter.




YES, I give my permission to watch movies 
NO, I do not give my permission to watch  filtered with Clearplay technology


movies filtered with Clearplay technology
Please send my child to another room & provide an alternative assignment

MEDIA: Throughout the year, our class may watch video clips or edited segments from the sources listed below.  Many will be shown as an example of biased material and both sides of controversial issues will be presented to the students within the same curriculum unit.  
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The West Wing


The Colbert Report

Network News Broadcasts
Real Time With Bill Maher *

Proposition ads


FOX News
 

George Carlin on Politics *

Campaign ads/Debates


CNN News


The Daily Show*


Face the Nation

MSNBC News

VICE *



Dateline
MSNBC Reports
60 Minutes



*=May have a mature rating for   

Economics of black market goods (gambling, illegal drugs, arms, etc)
some inappropriate language
YES, I approve of these sources
NO, I do not approve of the sources circled above. (Please circle the sources you object to and your student will be given an alternative assignment)


____________________________________________

________________




Parent Signature





Date

____________________________________________

________________




Student Signature





Date
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